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Pound Park Nursery School and Pound Park Nursery School at Cardwell 

SETTLING POLICY 
 

 

The way a child is settled into nursery is of great importance.  An essential component of a 

child’s learning at school is that she/he should be happy; therefore our aim must be to settle a 

child in whatever way is appropriate to that particular child in order to maximise that child’s 

feelings of security, safety and happiness.  An unhappy child does not learn effectively. 

 

In the statement of play below we assert that: 

 the whole child is considered to be important ... 

 intrinsic motivation is valuable ... 

 learning is holistic ... 

 autonomy and self-discipline are emphasised 

 

A child’s feelings of security, safety and happiness impinge upon all these areas. 

 

Play Statement - General 

a) Early childhood is valid in itself, and is a part of life, not simply a preparation for work, or for 

the next stage of education. 

 

b) The whole child is considered to be important - social, emotional, physical, intellectual and 

moral development are interrelated. 

 

c) Learning is holistic and for the young child is not compartmentalised under subject 

headings. 

 

d) Intrinsic motivation is valuable because it results in child-initiated learning. 

 

e) Autonomy and self-discipline are emphasised. 

 

f) In the early years children learn best through first hand experience. 

 

g) What children can do, not what they cannot do, is the starting point in children’s education. 

 

h) There is potential in all children which emerges powerfully under favourable conditions. 

 

i) The adults and children to whom the child relates are of central importance. 

 

j) The child’s education is seen as an interaction between the child and the environment, 

which includes people as well as materials and knowledge. 

 

When a child starts at the nursery school, we ask parents/carers to be prepared to stay for a 

few sessions to help her/him to settle in.  This can be difficult time for parents and children, so 

it is important to make it as easy as possible. 
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As each child is an individual it is very hard to predict how long it will be before a child is 

settled in.  Many factors affect the child’s confidence in these early days.  Some children settle 

quickly and some may take a long time.   

 

 

Process 

1. When a place has been accepted for a child, the child will be invited to visit the Nursery 

for about 1.5 hours and parents will be invited to an information meeting. Parent/carers 

are asked to follow up on the visit by talking to the child about what she/he has seen, 

what she/he will be doing when she/he starts school.  The visit can be at the end of  

preceding term or at the beginning of the term they are due to start. We then have an 

open day for the new children at the end of the term before they are due to start and 

families will be offered a home visit. 

 

2. A date is set for the child to start.  We operate a staggered intake system.   

 to minimise upset 

 to allow staff to spend time with a new child and the parents/carers  

 

3. Parent/carers are expected to stay with their child for at least the first session, and this is 

made clear in the offer letter.  Children will normally only stay for 1 -1.5 hours on their 

first day. 

 

4. Children are invited in on their first day and proceeding days, half an hour later than the 

existing pupils.  Times are extended when the child appears to be relatively settled. 

 

5. At the end of the first session, the team will discuss with the parent/carer as to what 

they think should happen the next day.  The team will have assessed the individual 

child’s behaviour during the first session. 

 

6. On most occasions, the parent/carer will be asked to stay for most of the next session 

but this will vary according to the needs of the individual child. 

 

7. The aim is to settle each child as easily and comfortably as possible. 

 

8. Each session, a member of the staff class team will discuss with the parent/carer the best 

arrangement for the following day throughout the child’s settling period.  This will vary 

tremendously from the child who feels confident from the second or third day through 

to the child whose parent/carer has to be prepared to take a long time to settle their 

child, possibly leaving her/him for only ten minutes at a time until the child feels secure. 

We recognise that children with English as an additional language may take longer to 

settle and allowances will be made for this. 

 

9. Occasionally, after a child appears to have settled, she/he may start to display signs of 

distress and the settling period may have to be re-started or altered.  Although this 

does not happen to all children, it is a fairly common occurrence and the parent/carer 

should be reassured and encouraged to discuss her/his own doubts or anxieties. 
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10. It is very important during the settling process to make parents/carers feel confident 

and comfortable also for this can be an upsetting time for adults too, and staff are 

encouraged to listen and explain. 

11. If a child is starting full time immediately, the settling in period will take longer and 

should be built up in stages e.g. staying for the morning, staying for the morning and 

lunch and building up slowly until the child is confident of all the routines. 

12. In the Together for Twos provisions, settling is done individually and the key workers 

have a vital role in ensuring children settle happily.  

13. Children coming from the Together for Twos provisions will enter main school in line 

with our transition and transfer policy. 

 

Records are kept on each new child and passed to the child’s class teacher.  
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